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Trinity Lutheran 
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Trinity Lutheran  
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Official Acts 
Funeral: Eunice Miller on October 14 

Baptisms: Loagan Murphy & Miles Murphy on October 25  

Pastor’s Message: 

Continue on page 7/Message 

“When these things begin to take place, straighten up and raise your heads, 
because your redemption is drawing near.” (Luke 21:28). 

Jesus was teaching His disciples about the End Times, about the events 
and circumstances that would occur on the earth shortly before His 
triumphant return at the end of all things. He specifically noted how the 
signs of His impending return would provoke fear and terror for those who 
were witnessing them, but that they ought to stand up and eagerly wait for 
His return when they see these things taking place. 

So, which is it supposed to be, fear or anticipation? The answer lies in the 
dual nature of the judgment that Christ comes to bring. For the wicked and 
those who have rejected Christ, His return means the end of a comfortable 
life on earth, the judgment of death and damnation, the justice of 
punishment for their sins and the consequence of their refusal to seek 
forgiveness and salvation from Him; certainly reasons to be afraid. 
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Continue on page 3/Council 

Trinity Lutheran Church Council Meeting 
October 7, 2025 

 
Present: Pastor Hojnacki, Ken Fehr, Mark Liefer, Kathy Nagel, Dean Schoenbeck, Larry 
Erdmann, Darrell Salger, Cliff Harms, Michael Koester, Lori Woods and Robin Booth. 
 
Opening: Chairman Ken Fehr called the meeting to order. Pastor led us in prayer.  
 
Principal’s Report: Robin reported that tonight was McDonald’s night where a portion of the 
proceeds would come to Trinity school. A school Glow Dance was enjoyed by the students 
recently. The Red Bud Fire Department was at the school this week, with a fire drill and seeing 
the fire truck. Robin thanked the whole congregation from the bottom of her heart, especially 
the church ladies and men doing the frying and for all the help, plus desserts, for the Sausage 
Dinner on Sunday. She said they could not have done it without all that help. At this time the 
gross amount was $6,000. 
 
Secretary’s Report: The report was sent out to the board. With no changes a motion was made, 
seconded and moved to accept the secretary’s report. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: Dean reported that the giving was down again this month and he had to 
borrow the remaining $15,000 of our Dieterich Bank line of credit. He also had to borrow 
another $5,000 from Mark & Maureen Liefer to cover expenses. So, our current loan balance is 
$54,164.30. No out of the ordinary expenses, just salaries and utilities are higher and income 
was less. Mission giving was good this month and we have exceeded our commitment for the 
year. Warnecke Building has finished the church work. It consisted of taking down the chimney 
to the roof level and sealing it off, tuckpointing, cleaning, water proofing and replacing the 
louvers on the bell tower. The total cost was $79,587. Mark & Maureen have graciously paid all 
repairs to the bell tower at a cost of $29,225. The remaining cost of $50,362 will be paid out of 
money reserved for the church remodel project. A motion was made, seconded and moved to 
accept the treasurer’s report. 
 
Pastor’s Report: Pastor reported that church attendance in September was good with more than 
125 per weekend. Adult classes are starting with 3 currently attending, possibly a couple more. 
3 baptisms coming up. No official acts in September. One membership, a transfer out, Christine 
Buch to St. John’s Red Bud. The synod convention delegates elected from our circuit are Rev. 
Lyle Buettner from New Athens and Larry Erdmann from Trinity to attend the LCMS 
Convention which will be held in 2026. Special services coming up will be reformation on Oct 
25 and 26, both services with communion. All Saints Day will be observed November 2. The 
youth confirmation classes have begun on Sunday evening with 9 students. Discussion was 
made at the last pastor conference in regards to gluten free communion wafers, since it is not 
bread, there may be some theological issues with it. So, it was decided to put a hold on using 
that for the moment. 
 
Elder’s Report: The church computer will need to be replaced soon. This computer is used to 
record, edit, and put our services on YouTube and for WHCO.  
 
Trustee’s Report: Mark reported that while Warnecke was here they noted another issue. There 
are 7 sections of glass windows on the church steeple, 3rd level down, on each side, with a 
tempered glass covering the whole window. These should be taken down and all the frames 
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Council: 

need to be cleaned, primed, and painted and then all the windows need to be puttied. Mark is 
checking on a bid for this, and he and Maureen have again offered to pay for this. Mark 
mentioned that Warnecke complimented on how well we have maintained our church! 
 
The first water sample has come back good. Also, it was noted that Pest Control will be 
contacted to spray for spiders. 
 
A motion was made to adjourn. Pastor led us in the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Kathy Nagel, Secretary 

Anna (Widows’) Group 

The Anna (Widows') Group meets on the third Thursday of most 
months. Our times vary, but we always have food or snacks and 
time for socialization and devotion. In October we enjoyed the 
beautiful weather with a picnic at Lincoln Park. Occasionally we 
have field trips to local historic sites or play card games. 
 
The group is continuing its use of "Life After....Devotions for 
Widows," before we move on to our next book "Life Continues 
On...Devotions for Widows." Written by widows for widows, 
these devotion books include personal reflections, Scripture 
passages, and practical insights. 
 
Copies of our new devotion book were purchased using money 
from a Thrivent grant. There are plenty of books left for anyone 
who would like to join our group. All widows are welcome to join 
us; we have several ladies from St. John's in our group. If you 
would like to be added to our contact list, please let Janice 
Cowell  (618-340-1394) or Cheryl Sauerhage (217-313-6397) 
know so we can inform you of the time and place for our next 
meeting.  

THANK YOU! 
 

Memorials were received in memory of  
Eunice Miller. 

 
Donations to the Building Fund & 

Redecorating Fund were received in honor of 
Gerald Hitzemann’s 80th birthday. 



November 1 

Kyle Langrehr 

Sheryl McKnight 

Larissa Wandro 

 

November 6 

Theodore Koerber 

Kristen Schoenbeck 

 

November 7 

Sandra Ruhmann 

 

November 8 

Clifford Harms 

Gemma     

Matzenbacher 

Josie Matzenbacher 

Timothy Mehring 

 

November 9 

Luann Nurnberger 

 

November 10 

Jason Kadlec 

Isaac Luebkemann 

 

November 13 

Danielle Leedle 

Daniel Mehring 

 

November 15 

Brooklyn Heck 

Bridget McKnight 

Micah Sattler 

 

November 17 

Rachel Krebs 
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           November Birthdays*                   November Anniversaries*             

November 19 

Brittney Burmester 

Kayla Burmester 

Brie Dillow  

Jonathan Heller 

 

November 20 

Keri Burmester 

 

November 21 

Jack Jeffers 

Grace Koester 

Darren Salger 

Leah Sattler 

 

November 22 

Jena Gibbs 

 

November 23 

Stefan Bauer 

 

November 27 

Grace Goetting 

Lacy Randle 

Janel Voss 

 

November 28 

Kaden Brosch 

Amy Dannenberg 

 

November 29 

Erica Bauer 

Mikayla Wilson 

 

November 30 

Joshua Mehring 

Richard Stellhorn 

*If there are any edits, corrections, deletions, or additions to these lists, please notify Pastor Hojnacki so the church’s 
membership computer program can be updated. Thank you! 

November 1 

Shawn & Lori Woods 

 

November 3 

Justin & Victoria Salger 

 

November 5 

Shane & Rachel Gregson 

Roger & Sharon Langrehr 

Douglas & Stephanie Stamm 

 

November 6 

Ryan & Meghan Heck 

 

November 7 

Jeremy & Beth Heller 

 

November 12 

Edward & Bonnie Piel 

 

November 13 

Kevin & Erin Winka 

 

November 18 

Michael & Rebecca Kohne 

 

November 22 

Marlen & Karen Liefer 

 

November 25 

Kevin & Elain Byer 

 

November 26 

Cliff & Carol Harms 

 

November 28 

Elizabeth & Dustin Oakley 



Trinity Lutheran School 
Dr. Robin Booth, Principal 

Mission Statement: 
To aid parents and the church by providing Christian education 

to nurture children in mind, body, and spirit. 
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trinityredbud.com 

IMPORTANT DATES: 
 
 November 7: Early dismissal at 

11:20 a.m.  
 November 7: Fall Festival 
 November 10: Veterans Day 

Celebration (see poster at right) 
 November 11: No school—

Veterans Day 
 November 21: Progress reports go 

home 
 November 26—28: Thanksgiving 

break 

Sunday, October 19, 2025 
  

The K-4 school children  
played bells:   

“Just As I Am, Without One Plea.” 
 

Such a beautiful addition to  
The Order of Matins service  

that morning. 
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Trinity Lutheran School BOE Meeting 9-23-2025 
 
Attending: Lori Woods, Pastor Hojnacki, Jonathan Mehring, Charlotte Schnepel, Julie Fehr 
 
Minutes and Finance Report approved as presented 
 
Sunday School report- back in session and going well 
 
Administrator’s report: Dr Booth attended a meeting at SWIC in regards to the year long 
celebration and recognition of Red Bud School Districts 250th anniversary. The schools will be 
included in an essay contest and there are several different activities and events being planned 
for the community. 
MAPS testing went well. The students were more recently tested at the beginning of the 2025-
26 school year. Trinity students tested in the 70thth percentile for Math and 60th for Reading, the 
85th percentile for Language Arts and in 5-8th grade, they tested in 93rd percentile in Science.  
This Friday, Sept 26th will be the school GLOW dance. The pork sausage dinner will be Sunday 
Oct. 5th.  Farther out, Dr Booth has booked Bob the Animal presenter to come to Trinity Jan 
28th.  
 
Old Business 
The Mum fundraiser went well, we sold @300 mums 
Yard signs for athletes are being made and put into place in front of the school and also custom 
banners for our 8th graders that will be put up in the gym. 
The Fall Rummage sale is being chaired by Eva Buch, donations can begin Oct 11th and the sale 
will be Oct 24-26th.  Possible dates are being reviewed for the Spring Rummage sale 
The Christmas program will be Sunday, Dec 14th at 6 pm 
Our BOE Christmas party is set for Dec 19th, tentatively at Pour Vineyard.  
 
New Business 
School Safety: Trinity continues to be vigilant with safety drills and safety protocol for students 
and staff.  
CPR certifications are current for our teachers and faculty. 
Oct 7th will be McTeachers for Trinity from 4-8.  
The fire drill with our Red Bud Fire Department  will be Monday Oct 6th. 
 
Meeting adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 

Next meeting will be Tuesday, Oct 28th.  

Respectfully submitted,  

Julie Fehr Secretary 



Message: 
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But for those who belong to Christ, His return means the fulfillment of the promises of God, 
the realization of eternal life and salvation, the destruction of the wicked and the end of godless 
oppression, the end of this life of pain and suffering and the entry into the new life of eternal 
holiness and perfection; great reasons for hope and eager anticipation. 

As Christians, we understand the signs of the end like everything else in Christian faith and life 
on earth: we take up the cross and follow Jesus. Just as He suffered the pain and death of the 
cross before the joy and glory of the resurrection and the ascension into heaven, so also His 
faithful people suffer here on earth with Him for a little while before joining Him in the eternal 
victory over all sin and death in heaven. 

 The fearful things of the End Times are a cross to be borne for a little while, as we eagerly 
anticipate the eternal joys of the final resurrection and the ultimate victory of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus. 
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Editor’s Note: While every day is a day of 
Thanksgiving, we will pause to remember and 
celebrate our blessings from God on November 27th 
this year.  
My Thanksgiving list is endless! First on my list, 
however, is my personal relationship with Jesus. This 
relationship started 70 years ago with my birth to 
Christian parents and my baptism on November 6, 
1955. It then continued more formally for nine years 
at St. John Lutheran School in Chester.  
I found a St. John Lutheran Handbook 1965-1966 
amongst my saved “treasures.” This 16-page 
handbook measures 5 1/2” x 8 1/2” and is VERY 
basic as compared to Trinity Lutheran School’s 
current 45-page on-line document!  
As I think about prepping a Thanksgiving meal, I 
thought back to my grade school’s lunch period. Oh, 
how I loved our lunches!! Mrs. Edwin Erdman was 
the head cook at St. John...her food was SOOOO 
good (salmon croquettes were the best...yum).  
The old handbook addressed St. John’s CAFETERIA 
in one section: “Hot lunches will again be available 

every noon to the pupils from grades one through eight. The lunches are well-planned and 
meet the requirements of the government. Cost: Grades 1,2,3—25 cents ($1.25 weekly); 
Grades 4-8—30 cents ($1.50 weekly)...An extra half pint of milk for the afternoon recess may 
be purchased for 2 cents per bottle...The boys and girls in the eighth grade have an opportunity 
to work in the cafeteria and thus earn free meals...You are welcome to visit the cafeteria. 
Encourage your child to eat the food prepared for him.”  Good memories!  
Let us give thanks to God for our many, many blessings on November 27 and every day! 

Thanksgiving 

November 27 

 

Divine Service with communion  

will be at 9:00 a.m. 

 

As in past years, the offering this 

day is designated to be used for 

Trinity’s debt reduction. 

 

Let us bless the Lord.  

Thanks be to God. 
(LSB pg. 228: Benedicamus)  
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I am so thankful and blessed at the opportunity that I have had to serve as a leader of the youth group for 
the past 15 years. I truly believe that as much as I have given to being a leader, it has been returned 
tenfold in memories and relationships with these kids. I know that I would not have the faith that I currently 
have if it were not for being a youth leader. First, I need to thank the kids that have been a part of the 
youth group throughout the years. I am so proud of all of you and thank you for some of the best 
memories! I also want to thank the parents for trusting me and sharing their children with me. I want to 
thank the congregation for its continued support. In talking with other leaders throughout the years, we 
truly are blessed to have a supportive congregation that attends our fundraising events and gives 
generously. Thanks to Brent & Pam Piel for starting this adventure with me and to Lisa Luebkemann for 
joining and helping me. She really has been the perfect partner in doing this! A special thanks to my mom 
who never really got to retire from being a youth group parent as you can often find her still helping in the 
kitchen. I want to thank Mike, Grace, and Ryker for continuing to support me and coming to events with 
me these past few years. Most importantly, I thank God for allowing this blessing to come into my life.         
~Rebecca Kohne~ 



Church Remodeling 
 

The group will meet on a monthly basis to begin planning for the upcoming church 
remodeling project which is scheduled to start in the summer of 2026. The goal is to 

prepare a couple of plans to present to the congregation at our annual church meeting 
in January. 

  
If you are interested in helping with these plans, please join us on  

November 20 at 7:-00 p.m. 
 

Future meetings will follow as needed on the third Thursday of each month. 
POC: Tim Luebkemann 

 
REMEMBER 

 
Back to standard 

time: 
Sunday 

November 2, 
2025 

at 
2:00 a.m. 
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YOU ARE INVITED 

Join Immanuel Lutheran in Waterloo for a special concert to celebrate the 40th 
anniversary of their beautiful organ. A light reception will follow the concert. 



                Altar Guild Schedule          Acolyte Schedule 
 

November 2: Carol & Betty    November 2:   Micah Sattler   
November 8: Pearl & Cindy   November 9:   Chelsea Salger   
November 9: Cathy & Michelle   November 16: Kelton Schnepel 
November 27: Lois & Luann   November 23: Leah Sattler 
       November 27: Dalton Dannenberg 
       November 30: Konnor Schnepel  

Newsletter Deadline: 
 

Please submit items for the December 2025 issue of Trinity Tidings  
by November 22...articles, information, recognitions, pictures, etc. 

I try to reply to all messages, voicemails, and texts to confirm receipt.  
If you do not receive a reply from me within a day or two,  

please contact me again.  
Note: Items submitted after the deadline date may not be included in the issue. 

Thank you! 
Maureen Liefer 

mmliefer@htc.net 
618-615-3091 (cell/text), 282-2072 (home) 

Hard copies accepted. 
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Usher Schedule (for the week of…) 
  
November 2:   Michael Koester   December 7:  Tim Luebkemann 
November 9:   Daryl Whelan   December 14: Youth Group 
November 16: Dean Schoenbeck   December 21: Jeff Mehring 
November 23: Roger Liefer   December 28: Matt Piel 
November 30: Doug Stamm 

Eternal Father, thanks we say To veterans gathered here today. 
They served with honor near and far In time of peace, in time of war. 

A grateful nation honors you For what you did and what you do. 
 

Sing to the tune of Eternal Father, Strong to Save 
Written by Maureen Liefer, 2006 
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Trinity Church Exterior 
With Thanks! 
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Warnecke finished the job on October 2, 2025.  
 
Tuck pointing finished. Warnecke workers try very hard to match the color of the existing mortar between the 
bricks. Looking up at the bricks, the tuck pointed mortar is nearly indistinguishable from the older, existing 
mortar! Bricks washed & sealed.  
 
The louver replacements went remarkably well...Warnecke measured the old louvers & fabricated the new 
ones in their shop...no problems at all (perfect fit). They even added some additional bracing on the inside.  
 
The workers noticed that our church sign had a lot of mold so they cleaned the sign & sealed that brick, too!!  
 
Maureen offered to show Kyle Turner the inside of church and point out a few of the areas of past concern. 
Clint Kapp, who had been inside before, crawled up into the bell tower…said all looked good. Informed Clint 
& Kyle that our congregation intends to have work done on the inside of the church next summer. They 
agreed 100% that the exterior needed to be repaired BEFORE doing any work on the interior. Clint & Kyle 
were very complimentary of our church’s preventative maintenance...that it is great to see Trinity addressing 
issues BEFORE problems get too far gone. They see many churches that have not been maintained and 
then congregations are shocked at the amount of work and money it takes to "restore" the structure!!   
 
Check out www.warneckebuildingrestoration.com/gallery to see a picture of Trinity on Warnecke’s web page 
(second row, far right).  

Our thanks to Warnecke and praise to God for the safe 
completion of job well done! 

All church 
windows were 
covered with 

plastic and taped 
during the sealing 

process.  



Trinity Church Exterior 
With Thanks! 
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Job complete! 
Brick was tuck 

pointed, washed, & 
sealed…$50,362 paid 
from the redecoration 

fund. Thank you! 
Louvers were replaced 

with a more 
aggressive design, 
custom-made by 

Warnecke…$29,225 
paid by Mark & 
Maureen Liefer. 

Thank you! 


